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PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

DATE: October 26, 1972 

TO: Prince Wllllam. COU"1ty Board of Supervlso~ 

FROM: Prlnce Wllllam County Plamlng Ofl'lce 

. RE: Rezonlng Flle #7~-7, Signal Hlll 
.... : . 

STAFF REPORT 
.. 

LOCATION OF PROPERiV: 

Thla property, contalnlng 105 acres, more or less, conslstlng. of 
the Signal Hill FortU'lcatlon and adjacent land ls located on Rt. 616 ln the 

· Col•• N\agisterlal Dlstrtct. and sometimes kno.Wn as the "Powell Tract". 

PROPOSED USE: 

Hlatorlcal Landmark . 

REQUESTED C~NGE: 

Exlatlng Zoning 
Proposed Zoning 

AREA LAND USE: ·· ·· 

North 
East 
South 
West 

VJCJNJTY ZONING PATTERN: 

North 
East 
South 
West 

.. 
-

-

A-1 · 
· H, · as overlay over exlsting A-1 

·· Vacant 
· Agricultural & Residential 

Residential 
Vacant ··· 

·A-1 
A-1 
A-1 
A-1 

' 
·- · ·-- ·-·;" ......... "T'._ ...... -:~· .. ,. • - · 

.... .. , .. .,_.. .. ... 
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Rezonlng Flle #73-7 
Staff .R8port . . 
October 26, 19~2 . . . 
Page.~ ·· ... 

... 
STAFF COMMENTS: 

Tht. application for historic (H) zoning of the property, known as the 
"Powell Tract".• located on Route ete ts·:an .extenslon of rezoning flle #72-15 
ln whlct') the Prince Wt l Uam Historic Commission requested hlstorlc (H) · . . 
zoning for 5.9154 acres known as "Signal Hlll". Thls rezoning ls being 
considered on the Board of Supervisor's own motion .(Board of Supervisors 
Resolution •11 of October 5, 1972) . .. In accordance with requirements of 
Section 15.1-431 of the Code of Virginia, ·d~rtlfled letters we~ sent to 
owners of record of th~ property involved. and to owners of abutting properties 
and thoee lmmedlately across the road from the property affected. 

Slnce there have been no previous rezonlngs ln the County to the . 
hlstorlc dlstrlct a brief summary of the provisions of thls category ls included. . . ~ .. .. . 

The Historic Olstrlct ls an over-lapping zone which does not change 
the exlsting zoning of the property. There are, hov.<ever, additional regulatidns 
designed to protect the hlstorlc .area whl~h do apply. These include: 

• 1) No major alteration or renovation which would change the 
character of a designated hlstorlcal structure or slte may be 
undertaken without the consent of the Boarct of Supervisors. 

.t ' 

2) Any new structure to· be erected ln a Historical Olstrlct rt"Ust · 
.conf'orm to the requirements of both the over-lapping dlstrlcts 

. ln which lt ls located (or appropriate variances be secured). 
· The cons~tton of any such structure (meeting tho·.abov~ : ' .. 

· requirements) must be also approved by resolution ·of the County 
· Board of Supervisors acting with the advice .of the Historical 
Commission. 

3) Addl tlonal regulations may be suggested as appropriate to the 
· specific site by the Hlstorlcal Commission and enacted by the 
County Board of Supervisors and where necessary arranged by 
contract wt~ the owner of said property. 

Additional results of deslgnatlon of a site or structure as an Historic 
District t.1re: 

1) 

2) 

For all owners of County Historic Landmarks, the Historical 
. Commission upon request, shall advlse on questions of' hlstorlcal 
preservation and restoration. . 

Upon lts designation as a Historical Landmark, an hlstorlcal 
emblem to be dcs~gned and deslgt'\l.&ted by the Historical 

• 
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Commission shall be located upon the site end heref'orth the 
slte shal 1 be shown on appr"Oprlate county brochures and maps 
and designated "Open to ~Uc" or "Not Open to Publlc". 

3) Reports submitted by the Hlstorlcal Commission on each 
Hlstorlc Dlstrlct shall be forwarded to the Vlrglnia Historical 
Landmarks Commission with a request that lt be named a state 
hlstorical landmark and enjoy the privileges thereof. 

A certificate of historical appropriateness, approved by the Board of 
Supervisors, would be required for ar'fl./ construction, alteration _. restoration 
or demolition of a~ atructure or sign within the designated Historic Distrlct. 

The ordinance further provides for appeal to the Clrcult Court of 
declalons of the Board of Supervisors and also outlines the conditions under 
which an owner may demo~ish a deslgnated Ccx..nty Historic Landmark. 

The historical algnlficance of "Signal Hill" and the &Urrounding area 
has been documented in various historical sources. It was the slte of the 
Confederate Signal Station during the Battle of Manassas. From this area 
the first message ever ape lled out by nag communication on a battlefle ld wu.s 
sent. According to historians, "there exists here today an earth-work fort 

' as perfect, except for the levell i.ng processes of tlme, as Lt was when 
completed in 1861" • 

Thls rezoning (lncluding the 5.9 acres ln rezoning case #72-15) 
t,..,..,.olves only that portion of the hlll to the west of the ridge llne, dropping 
down to R\µisia Branch. The portion of Signal Hlll to the east of the ridge 
llne has not been included. It ls recommended that, at a later date, hlstorlc 
zoning be c9nsidered for thls area also, th!-JS assuring that the entlre Slgnal 
Hill wtll be developed ln a manner conslstent with lts hlstorlc value. 

The entlre area between SigMl Hlll and Bull Run ls presently belng 
studled by the Plarvilng Staff as a potentlal area for parks, recreation and 
perhaps other pU:>llc or seml-P\bllc facllltles. The Town of Manassas Par!< 
has expressed lnterest ln advocatlng these uses for thls area also, and has 
.apparently begun to acqulre land ln thls area. The Northern Virginla Park 
Authorlty has already acqulred one parcel on the Prlnce Nilliam County slde 
of Bull Run, and appears to be interested ln additlonal area for park purposes. 
In a recent appllcatlon for Federal Funds for open space land acqulsltion, Pr-ln.:~ 
Wllllam County has lndlcated potentlal land acqulsltlon ln this area also • 
Hlstorlc zonlng on Signal Hlll would be consistent wtth these actlvlttes. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approval. 

';·T . . .:··: :· ... : ,· .,-,· .. - .. . -; • ··.·, •-.:- " ·· - ."' 
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